Alternative retention for an implant-retained auricular prosthesis.
The introduction of intraoral endosseous implants was inevitably followed by their external use in maxillofacial prosthodontics. Bar and clip attachments provide satisfactory retention for auricular prostheses, although the bar may inhibit patient hygiene by limiting access to the defect area. A simple clinical and laboratory technique to enhance the retention of an implant-retained auricular prosthesis is described, with custom-made stud attachments used for retention. Improved access for hygiene is provided. A clinical case is presented.